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Current Youth Soccer Model

A Time for Change



o Game Oriented
o 1:1 Training / Game Ratio

o Result Driven
o Promotion and Relegation

o Acceptance to Showcases

o Rankings

o Parent Driven
o More Games are Better

o Need to be Everywhere





The Problem – Player and Coaches’ View

o Environment of elite player – not good 
enough
o Too many games (up to 100 per year)

o Not enough good games / competition (12-16 
“good” games per year)

o Limited / Low number of training sessions





How Clubs Attract Players / Parents

o Self-Promotion

o Quantity of Tournaments Attending

o Winning the One Big Game

o Creating Future Opportunities
o Player Development





o Weston FC, Fury
o S.F.U., Region III Premier
o State Cup
o Top Level Tournaments / Showcases

o Weston FC, Wild
o Local League, Dade, Palm Beach, Hollywood
o State Cup / Region Cup / US Club National 

Tournament
o Selected Tournaments / Showcases



o Training Environment

o Talent Spread Out

o Chaotic Structure – Tough 
for Parents

o Difficult for Scouts

o Realistic Competition 
Schedule

o Too Many Games / Tournaments
o Youth Levels

o Not Enough Quality Games

o Must Win
o State Cup
o Rankings

o Training
o Tactics
o Player Selection





o Started in 1999 to Develop Players for Professional and National Team 
Competition
o Operates with High Training / Game Ratios

o Focus on Providing a Quality Everyday Training Environment

o Program has evolved from 18 players to 40 players in residency at a time
o 192 total players have participated in Residency

o 5 players in 2006 World Cup were from Residency – Donovan, Beasley, Oneywu, 
Convey, Johnson

o 48 players have become Professionals in MLS and Europe

o All other players who chose to play soccer in college were offered a 
scholarship



o NT coaches and NT players, Club Coaches and U.S. Soccer’s 
Technical Task Force agree:

o Our Players are Entering the International Arena Behind

o Technically (comfort with the ball)

o Physically (soccer specific characteristics)

o Tactical knowledge and understanding

o Less mentally prepared (discipline/commitment)

The Problem – Player and Coaches’ View



Our Players Are Not Good Enough at the 
Highest Levels – We Need to Get Better


